PHILADELPHIA LAWYERS FOR SOCIAL EQUITY ANNOUNCES NEW LEADERSHIP
January 15, 2018. Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equity (PLSE) announced today that Zane
Johnson has been named Managing Attorney and that Carl (Tobey) Oxholm has been named interim
Executive Director. These changes follow the appointment of PLSE’s founding Executive Director,
Mike Lee, to the position of Legislative Director by Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner.
“This change in leadership could not have come at a better time for PLSE,” said Ryan Hancock,
Chair of the organization’s Board of Directors. “While we are sad for PLSE that Mike Lee is
leaving, we are truly excited by knowing there will be meaningful criminal justice reform under
the leadership of the city’s new District Attorney. PLSE will do all that it can to support those
efforts, and we are indeed fortunate to have such talented individuals already with PLSE to carry
forward Mike’s many accomplishments without missing a beat.”
A graduate of Temple University’s Beasley School of Law, Zane began his service with PLSE as
one of thirty-three Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal Fellows nationwide. Working primarily
on the Criminal Records Expungement Project, Zane has taught and supervised scores of volunteers
as they performed intakes and prepared petitions for hundreds of PLSE clients. Last year alone, he
personally represented more than 350 clients, filing over 1625 expungement petitions on their
behalf, with a success rate of over 98%. He also helped launch a new partnership with the
Philadelphia Association of Paralegals whose members will provide pro bono assistance, potentially
allowing PLSE to double the reach of its expungement services. In addition to his work with PLSE,
Zane works as a facilitator for Good Shepherd Mediation’s Juvenile Offender Diversion Program
and sits on the board of the nonprofit organization, Art for Justice. As managing attorney, he will
be responsible for supervising PLSE’s Criminal Record Expungement Project and Fair Employment
Opportunities Project, and managing relationships with community partners.
Tobey Oxholm has been a fixture of Philadelphia’s public interest community for decades, having
served as Chief Deputy City Solicitor and a Trustee of Community Legal Services for twenty years,
and having co-founded three volunteer legal service organizations: Philadelphia VIP, the Consumer
Bankruptcy Assistance Project, and the Homeless Advocacy Project. He has received many awards
for exemplary public service to underserved communities, including the American Bar Association’
Pro Bono Publico Award, the Pennsylvania Bar Foundation’s Lifetime Achievement Award, and the
Philadelphia Bar Association’s Bar Medal. He began his service with PLSE as a volunteer staff
attorney in September 2016. As the interim Executive Director, he will serve as the chief administrative officer, lead the organization’s development efforts, and help launch the new Pardons Project.
ABOUT PLSE: Founded in 2010, PLSE provides free legal representation to lower income residents of
Philadelphia whose criminal records are holding them back from achieving their potential as productive,
contributing citizens. The services include seeking expungements in criminal court and pardons from the
Governor, educating elected and community leaders, and empowering under-resourced communities to seek a
greater voice and needed legislative reforms. PLSE was twice recognized in 2017 as an exemplary non-profit,
with both a 2018-19 Barra Award, and the Pennsylvania Bar Foundation’s Goffman Award. For more
information about PLSE, visit www.plsephilly.org or contact info@plsephilly.org.
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